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Dordt University records 42 cases among student body for
fall semester, 35 percent of students fully vaccinated
Glory Reitz—Staff Writer
This past semester, Dordt University’s
students attended their classes with minimal
COVID-19 restrictions. The university has not
required mask wearing and social distancing
since April 5 and the COVID-19 task force has
not conducted campus-wide contact tracing
since the spring semester.
During that spring, the university recorded
22 positive COVID-19 cases among students
and placed students into quarantine 139 times.
This fall, according to Student Health and
Counseling Director Beth Baas, the university
recorded 42 positive COVID-19 cases among
the student body. Since only the roommates of
these students were contact traced, 48 of these
students were quarantined, while the other 33
were vaccinated and not required to isolate.
According to the New York Times, as of
Dec. 7, 39 percent of Sioux County residents
have received the COVID-19 vaccination. At
Dordt, 35 percent of full-time, undergraduate
students have reported to Student Health their
receiving of the COVID-19 vaccine. On Sept.
10, The Diamond reported that 46 percent of
this demographic had received “at least one
dose of a COVID-19 vaccination.” Notably, the
Moderna and Pfizer vaccines require two doses
for full protection against the virus.
Aaron Baart, chief of staff, has led the
Dordt’s COVID-19 containment efforts this

semester. He said it’s difficult to produce an
exact number of vaccinated students, because
some are vaccinated off-campus and are not
required to report their status to Dordt.
At the beginning of the semester, the
university asked students to provide proof of
vaccination, proof of COVID-19 antibodies,
a positive COVID-19 test from the past 90
days, or a negative COVID-19 test before
returning to campus. Next month, when
students return to campus from Christmas
break, such documentation will not be required,

cont. on pg. 6

It takes a village

Dordt’s connection to World

Katie Ribbens– Staff Writer
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It takes a village to move a village.
Community members are stepping up to help
move the Heritage Village to its new location
at Tower Fields.
The Heritage Village has resided in Open
Space Park since its founding in 1991. Last
spring, the city of Sioux Center decided to
build an indoor turf facility on the Village’s
site. Since that time, the Heritage Board has
been working through emotions of anger,
distrust, and disappointment. At the end of the
day, they rolled up their sleeves and got to work
to secure the Village’s future.
“We had dreams,” Linda Altena said. “At
that site, we couldn’t do that. We didn’t have
water. We didn’t have plumbing.”
Altena’s love of history prompted her to
join the Heritage Board six years ago.

as announced in a Dec. 8 email from Robert
Taylor, dean of students.
Though Dordt has urged but not required
students to receive a COVID-19 vaccination,
Baart encourages unvaccinated students
to receive a COVID-19 vaccine. He also
acknowledges the policy is subject to change.
“Six weeks from now the world could be a
different place again,” Baart said. “It’s always
changing.”
Kendra Oostenink, a sophomore, appreciates
her university’s ability to “meet, revise, and

assess the situation as it develops.” She also
felt that the administration provided extensive
COVID-19 information at the beginning
of the semester with minimal follow-up.
Oostenink doesn’t think students need constant
notifications about on-campus COVID-19
containment, but she would have liked a greater
accessibility of information.
“I think the thing that’s the most interesting
is the fact that it’s not talked about, but it’s
still happening,” Oostenink said about the
pandemic. “Last year, when we were in the thick
of it, we had the weekly updates and stuff…
but this semester there really hasn’t been any
information unless you know the people.”
Joya Breems, a sophomore received the
Johnson & Johnson vaccine at Dordt’s vaccine
clinic in April. The next day, she and many
others missed class because of its side effects.
But Breems also breathed a sigh of relief
because she felt safe from the virus and not a
risk to those around her.
Then, right before Thanksgiving break,
Breems began to feel unwell. She got tested
for the coronavirus and came up positive
for COVID-19. She quarantined in her
parents’ basement over the holiday. There,
she grasped the complexity of handling the
pandemic. Breems believes in the efficacy of

Zac VanderLey—Staff Writer
Cheri Hulstein and Larry Te Grotenhuis
have each served on the board for more than
twenty years.
“We were kind of stifled in what we could
do,” Hulstein said.
While the Heritage Board had dreams, the
city of Sioux Center restricted their ability to
expand. The city hosted an open house for the
community to share their opinion when they
originally proposed the move. The community
pushed for the Village to remain at the original
site. Yet, the city proceeded with their plans.
Altena wished the city had been upfront and
told them the Heritage Village would be moved
regardless of community discussions.
Monty Prins joined the Heritage Board
three years ago, drawn by his family roots. His
parents were involved in building the previous
site. Te Grotenhuis said the different ages and
interests of board members normally allows
them to pursue their passion and continue the
work of the Village.
“One of the things that’s been challenging
for me is watching passionate people lose their
passion for the Village,” Prins said.
Altena loved the trees at the original site and
found it difficult to watch them go down. Te
Grotenhuis said that the original site felt like
home. Christianna Marcy, senior education
major at Dordt University, agreed.
“I love just imagining life in a simpler
time,” Marcy said. “I often would bring a book
and a cup of tea and just sit on the front porch
of one of the houses in the rocking chair. And
just go there for a break from school.”...
cont. on pg. 7

On Nov. 21, Marvin Olasky resigned as editor
of World, a Christian news media outlet. His
resignation came just eight months before he
had planned to retire from the organization. In a
Nov. 14 article, The New York Times attributed
Olasky’s leave to the launching of World
Opinions—an offshoot of World featuring
primarily conservative, evangelical viewpoints
on current, cultural issues. Olasky claimed
World began World Opinions without fully
consulting him and others on the editorial staff..
“I’m concerned because, to me, World is
going towards a smaller political tent that I’m
not interested in,” Katie Futch, a 2021 graduate
of World Journalism Institute said.
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Kevin Martin, World’s CEO, said the media
organization was not retreating from Biblically
objective journalistm--Olasky’s “journalistic
philosophy, according to the Times.
This fall, a number of senior reporters
resigned from World, but Olasky did qualify
on his Twitter account that World still had
“wonderful” reporters.
“World now is a mix…The resignations of
three wonderful writers—Mindy, Sophia, and
Angel—leave big holes, but excellent reporters
remain and others can emerge from among the...
cont. on pg. 3
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Won’t be home for Christmas Dordt University choirs
perform Christmas concerts
Mikaela Wegner –Co-Chief Editor

Dayna Wichhart—Staff Writer

It’s Christmas on top of a cliff in Brazil. At
a beach house sitting above the Atlantic Ocean,
around 40 people mingle in a yard. Steak and
ribs sizzle on an outdoor grill, while dishes of
green mixes and potato salad await their entree.
The warm air smells of a sweet, salty smoke.
There’s soda too, a lot of it. Specifically, there’s
Coke products and no Pepsi, because Pepsi in
Brazil tastes disgusting, according to Anna de
Oliveira.
If COVID-19 didn’t exist, Oliveira’s
Christmas break would look like this. But
it won’t. Oliveira is not vaccinated and her
vaccination status has made her unable to leave
and return to the United States.
On Oct. 22, Aaron Baart, dean of chapel,
sent an email to all international students. The
email began by saying “we love you” and
“you’re a huge part of what makes this place
so special.” In highlighted letters, the email
continued: “please carefully read the following
email and then reply to me just to make sure we
know that you received and read this message.”
The message referred to a recent federal
regulation: As of Nov. 8, all travelers entering
the United States must provide proof of
a COVID-19 vaccination. For Dordt’s
international students, this meant a required
vaccination should they leave and return to the
country over Christmas break.
In this issue, The Diamond reported that
35 percent of full-time, undergraduate Dordt
students had been fully vaccinated, though
the university did not supply the paper with
specific statistics on the vaccination rates of
international students or other demographics.
This past April, when the university held
a vaccination clinic, Oliveira watched her
roommates experience the temporary side
effects of the Johnson and Johnson vaccine.
Oliveira, having lived in West Africa for much
of her life, has contracted malaria and other
diseases that have, over time, weakened her
immune system. She fears that if her roommates,
people who she considered strong and healthy,
felt sick for a week, she would be immobile for
two to three. This was something she did not
want to risk.
In addition to personal health reasons,
Oliveira is hesitant to trust the vaccine’s “too
conveniently fast” development:
“For me, it felt kind of odd that we’ve had
illnesses in the world for decades and we don’t
have a cure.” Oliveira said. “But then this
illness has a huge outburst and in two or three
months we have a vaccine?”
The CDC recommends the COVID-19
vaccine for Americans in Oliveria’s age group
and has verified the safety and effectiveness
of each vaccine through tens of thousands of
participants in clinical trials.
Oliveira’s vaccination status weighs on her.
She feels there are “two sides of [her]self:”
the one who just wishes to go home, and the
other who is “trying to be okay” with taking the
vaccine.
In America, 66.9 percent of 18- to 24-yearolds have received at least one dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine, according to Mayo Clinic.
Baart has heard similar concerns about the
vaccine from students like Oliveira. They’ve
ranged from heart health and fertility concerns
to questions about the certainty of information
surrounding it. Given the students’ wide
range of opinions towards the vaccine, Baart
worries that some discussions will “jeopardize
relationships.”
“For believers, it’s not just what we decide.
“ Baart said. “It’s the way we act on the way to
arriving at those decisions that might say more
about us, at times, than the certainty of our
convictions.”
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According to Baart, Dordt wants to work
with international students regarding their
vaccination status and he hopes each student
returns to campus after Christmas break: “It
would be a terrible reason to lose a student,”
Baart said.
Baart said one’s vaccination status is not a
reflection of one “acting Christianly.” All the
while, he believes Christians must put others
before themselves, though this may vary in
practice, he said.
“We would hope that every one of our
students knows how to think critically,” Baart
said. “To look at every issue through the lens
of a Christian worldview… and let their faith
inform their decisions before all else, and not a
predetermined political allegiance.”
Given Dordt’s lower-than-average student
body vaccination rate, Dr. Tony Jelsma,
professor of biology, has worked to educate
students about the vaccine. Specifically,
he’s addressed the fears of the Johnson and
Johnson’s use of HEK 293 cells.
HEK stands for human embryonic kidney
cells. The number 293 refers to scientist
Franklin Graham’s 293rd attempt to produce
“immortalized cells.”
In the 1970s, Graham partnered with Alex
Van der Eb in hopes to create cells that would
never die. Graham, using tissue from a healthy,
aborted fetus, created a cell line true to human
DNA able to be grown and tested. Graham’s
created cells will never die.
Jelsma obtained his Ph.D. in cancer research
in 1989 and Graham held a position on Jelsma’s
Ph.D. committee. According to Jelsma, HEK
293 cells are widely used: “people just use them
all the time,” he said.
“As a scientific community we need to
share in some of the guilt… I don’t want to
be pragmatic in [saying] that the good they
produce outweighs the bad,” Jelsma said. “Yet,
out of a sinful situation, we can still obtain a lot
of good.”
The Johnson and Johnson vaccine uses HEK
293 cells to quickly replicate the COVID-19
cells used in the process of vaccine production.
In contrast, Modera and Pfizer, which are made
up of synthetic RNA, do not involve HEK
293 cells in their production process. Still, all
COVID-19 vaccines use HEK 293 cells in their
testing.
If a person is bothered by the vaccine’s
use of HEK 293 cells, Jelsma said they should
take the Moderna or Pfizer vaccine, which do
not use these human embryotic kidney cells in
their production. However, this reasoning is still
flawed, according to Jelsma:
“You’re being really selective about your
ethics,” Jelsma said. “If you’re drinking coffee
that was harvested by people in South America
or Central America who are exploited just so
[you] can get cheaper coffee, well then go buy
fair trade coffee. How many things that we
routinely do in our lives are actually a result of
abuse, and oppression, and sin and we take no
notice of that?”
Jelsma participated in the COVID-19
vaccine trials in the summer of 2020 and
received a booster shot several weeks ago.
Regardless of one’s vaccination status, as
of Nov. 8, Dordt’s unvaccinated international
students will be forced to make a decision: get
vaccinated so they may return home and to
campus, forgo vaccination and stay on campus,
or forgo vaccination and return home without
coming back.
Though not returning home for Christmas
break, Oliveira has decided to receive her
COVID-19 vaccine so she can return home over
the summer.

This past week, the Dordt University Music
Department put on three choral concerts in a
week’s time.
Clayton Baas, a sophomore, had three
different concerts on three different days. His
involvement made for a busy schedule. Bass is
a member of the Canons of Dordt, Chorale, and
the 4th Avenue Singers.
On Friday, Dec. 3, the B.J. Haan Auditorium
lined with students, parents, grandparents, and
community members for the Choral Ensembles
Concert. The organ’s music filled the room as
audience members shuffled into the pews and
chatted with their neighbors.
“My favorite concert of the year is the
Christmas concert,” soprano Sommer Schaap
said. “It presents traditional Christmas carols in
a nontraditional arrangement.”
As the organist, junior Isabel Munson,
concluded her final prelude piece, the audience’s
applause welcomed the first choir to the stage.
That night, three choirs took the stage for the
concert: Bella Voce, the Canons of Dordt, and
the Concert Choir.
Bella Voce, an all-women’s choir, sang
first. “Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day”
provided a highlight from this group. The
traditional English carol featured soprano
Annette Jacobson with accompaniment from
Hannah Burgsma on harp. The harp’s melodic
notes, mixed with the choir’s voices, captivated
the audience.
The Canons of Dordt, made up of all male
singers, took the stage next. The Canons
featured three tenors: Henry Hakanson, Austin
Faber, and Davis Tebben.
Hakanson and Faber performed a back-andforth solo during “Gaudete” and Tebben soloed
during “Veni, Veni Emmanuel.” The choir
utilized percussionists for two of their songs to
add rhythm and depth to their sound.
The Concert Choir took the stage last.

“Gloria” highlighted soprano Johanna Gross
and bass Isaiah de Regt as soloists.
“This year, I really like our song ‘The
Tyger,’” Schaap said. “It’s very energetic and
intense, not what you would expect from a
Christmas piece.”
Then, two nights later, on Sunday, Chorale
performed a lessons and carols service. The
concert incorporated nine Scripture readings
that told the story of Jesus’ birth. For each
reading that occurred, a song followed. In a
select number of pieces, the audience stood and
joined the choir in song.
The service began with Chorale’s members
walking down the auditorium’s side aisles
singing “Of the Father’s Love Begotten.”
The low notes floated softly over the hushed
audience as the men sang the first verse and the
women followed with the second. The choir,
robed in white, filed into the risers and both
men and women joined together to finish the
final verse of the song.
“My favorite part about Dordt choir is the
robes we get to wear,” Baas said.
The choir featured a few individual soloists:
soprano Georgia Lodewyk soloed for “O Little
Town of Bethlehem,” soprano Breanna Ten
Pas soloed for “Sweet, Little Jesus Boy,” and
soprano Lynn Smit soloed for “Talia Miracula.”
To finish the concert, both audience and
choir stood together and sang “Joy to the
World.” Hundreds of voices, a brass quintet,
and an organ made music to fill the auditorium,
proclaiming the joy that came through Jesus’
birth.
The final choral concert for the semester
will happen on Friday, Dec. 10. The jazz choir
and the jazz band will both perform, in addition
to the chamber orchestra.
“Choir at Dordt is one of my favorite things
about this university.” Senior Lindsey Ver Meer
said. “There is a place for everyone who loves
to sing in one of the choral ensembles.”

PLIA returns following
pandemic-related absence
Emma Bennett—Staff Writer

It’s no secret that COVID-19 put a damper
on many of Dordt University’s communitydriven events this past year.
AMOR, a summer missions initiative to
Belize, and Putting Love Into Action (PLIA),
were two of the pandemic’s casualties.
PLIA is a student mission program that
sends Dordt students to 10-15 cities within the
United States for service work during spring
break. These students are divided into 10-12
teams. Students select their top five locations
they wish to serve at during the application
process, with it being PLIA’s goal that each
student will receive one of their top two trip
choices.
Some sites have partnered with Dordt for
up to 20 years, with work that varies from
landscaping a ministry site, to running a spring
break program, to ministering to the homeless.
PLIA is student-run. They create agendas,
drive the vans, plan activities for the team,
and lead devotions. However, there is a solid
web of accountability present. Students who
have either been on PLIA or planned it before
coordinate trips, and chosen leaders receive

training in spiritual and practical guidance
within the weeks leading up to their trip.
Through driving together, living together
and eating together, the atmosphere at PLIA is
tightly-knit and secure.
Senior Sarah Holmberg, a co-chair on
PLIA since her freshman year, has been on two
trips with PLIA, one to Kentucky and one to
Missouri.
“The people who make up the teams are from
all different ages and all different backgrounds
and majors, so it’s fun to get to know people
who you wouldn’t normally know in your
activities,” Holmberg said. “Some of the people
who I went with who have graduated I still keep
in touch with.”
For students who want to be part of the PLIA
experience but cannot commit to the trip, it’s
possible to hold a role on the committee and
plan for others. PLIA’s first meeting will be held
on Dec. 8, they plan to meet two more times at
the beginning of next semester.
“[PLIA teams] kind of become a safe place
to be who you really are for the rest of your time
at Dordt,” PLIA head Sam Ashmore said.
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Washington and B.C. flooding: Damaged homes,
strengthened community
Sydney Brummel– Staff Writer
Sophomore Levi Korthuis has lived in
Lynden, Washington his entire life, next to
almost all his extended family. When he
returned for Thanksgiving Break, however, he
barely recognized his home.
“One of the first things I noticed as I was
driving into town was an entire playset just
sitting out in the middle of a raspberry field,”
Korthuis said.
Unprecedented flooding has overwhelmed
the northwestern part of Washington state and
southeastern British Columbia for the past
several weeks. Many homes have sustained
millions of dollars’ worth of damage. In
Korthuis’ home area, the nearby Nooksack
River flooded, sweeping cars off the road and
completely submerging fields in water. Across
the border, four people died as of Nov. 21 in
B.C., according to an article from The Globe
and Mail.
“My sister has a neighbor with a child with
a disability who is hooked up to an oxygen
tank,” Korthuis said. “Their house went out of
power…they were just sitting on their porch,
watching the waters come up, with their child
hooked up to a generator.”
Korthuis’ sister and brother-in-law were
two of the hundreds of people affected by
the Washington floods. Around midnight on
Nov. 15, river water flooded the couple’s
neighborhood.
“They left at like three in the morning and
had to wade through around four feet of water
to where my parents met them on one of the
roads,” Korthuis said.
Damage in communities varied. The majority
of Lynden, as well as the more elevated parts of
Washington, had hills to protect its cities from
much of the flooding. However, surrounding
smaller towns faced extreme damage – one of
these towns being Korthuis’ sister’s home.
“Most of the houses got hit with between a
foot and four feet of water,” Korthuis said. “My
sister and her husband had a foot and a half, so it
was enough to ruin pretty much everything, like
couches and appliances.”

Flooding itself is not unusual in northwestern
Washington. However, it typically occurs in the
spring months of March and April, after all the
fields have been harvested. The atypical timing
of these November floods stirred up several
theories explaining its causes. Korthuis suspects
two primary reasons.
“We got a record amount of rain in one day’s
amount of time, and then we also got snow
melt,” Korthuis said.
The second potential cause has to do with
the Nooksack River.
“We don’t really dredge the rivers,” Korthuis
said. “Flooding has gradually gotten worse...It
went over pretty easily.”
Although another swell of flooding occurred
at the end of Korthuis’ Thanksgiving Break,
the water retreated for the most part. After the
strongest initial floods, residents began tearing
out insulation, drywall, cabinets, and flooring a
few days later.
Homes covered by flood insurance are
currently waiting on funds to start repairs;
however, many people, including Korthuis’
sister and brother-in-law, have homes outside of
a flood plan and do not have flood insurance.
Thankfully, the family and numerous other
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residents have experienced enormous support
from the surrounding community.
“The community stepped up in a way I
didn’t even think they’d be able to,” Korthuis
said.
Within a day of the floods, churches in the
surrounding area organized spaces for people
who had lost their homes to find shelter and
food. Countless individuals, both inside and
outside the church, volunteered and donated to
help community members in need. Korthuis’
family, for example, had twenty-five church
volunteers come to their house to remove all the
insulation from their home’s crawlspaces. A job
that would have likely taken the couple at least
a week took just one hour.
“It’s so powerful,” Korthuis said. “The
church community, we’re supposed to go out
and bring the gospel to people, but we’re also
meant to help out people…to see that work
better than insurance companies, it’s really
cool.”
Further north, sophomore nursing major
Sarah Breukelman and her family call
Abbotsford, B.C. home. With her three older

siblings and two parents, Breukelman has lived
almost her entire life in Fraser Valley on a
chicken and blueberry farm.
“Over the past three weeks, we have had a
significant amount of rainfall,” Breukelman
said. “We got a month’s worth of rain in one
day.”
Flooding worsened nearby Sumas Prairie, a
bowl-shaped region surrounded by mountains,
due to melting snow and high levels of rain. At
some points, the water level reached up to three
feet.
The intense flooding caught many people
off guard, resulting in limited measures taken
in the region prior to prevent or limit the
flooding. Unfortunately, many homes and farms
underwent serious damage.
“It’s kind of unrecognizable in some senses,”
Breukelman said. “Water is just everywhere.”
The Sumas area is an agricultural region
with many dairy and chicken farms throughout
the prairie. Forced to evacuate their farms and
leave animals behind, farmers now grieve the
death of numerous livestock.
“It’s definitely been difficult for me and some
of my friends from Abbotsford,” Breukelman
said. “We feel really distant from it all, and we
wish that we could be doing more to support
people back home right now.”
Like Korthuis in Washington, Breukelman
has been impressed with how quickly her
community banded together to provide aid.
Her parents and church started a flood response
team, supporting people evacuated from their
homes and in need of access to food, bathrooms,
and shelter. Across Canada, citizens have
donated all sorts of supplies, while individuals
in the Abbotsford community have opened-up
their garages to give these supplies to people in
need.
“In this way the flood is a really cool
opportunity
for
community
building,”
Breukelman said. “I can’t really remember a
time where we had to come together in this way
and all work towards the same goal.”

Dordt’s connection to World cont.
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...500+ World Journalism Institute graduates,”
Olasky tweeted on Nov. 17.
Dordt University’s connection to World,
besides its similar Christian worldview, exists
through the news outlet’s World Journalism
Institute program (WJI). This two-week course
teaches journalism skills from a Christian
perspective to college and recently graduated
students. For the past five years, with exception
to 2020, Dordt has hosted WJI on its campus in
the summer. Also, Lee Pitts, Dordt’s journalism
professor, is the associate dean of WJI.
When a young girl, Futch danced at the
mailbox when she received her monthly issue of
World’s magazine. Her father introduced her to
World, and from a young age, Futch connected
with World’s biblical objectivity. So, when she
had a self-proclaimed “identity crisis,” her dad
suggested applying to WJI. She followed his
advice but forgot about her application until
she received a congratulatory email from Pitts
accepting her into the institute.
Futch attends Georgia College and State
University where she serves as lead editor of
the Colonade, the school’s student newspaper.
She also produces for the school’s news station
(GC 316) and edits videos for the school’s
marketing department. In the summer of 2021,
she attended WJI on Dordt’s campus.
“[WJI] made me want to transfer to Dordt,”
Futch said. “I cried a lot but laughed a lot. The
hardest but best two weeks of my life.”
WJI, of which Olasky serves as dean,
emphasizes on-the-ground reporting. Every
summer, Pitts takes the student journalists to the
Tulip Festival in Orange City and, giving them
a reporter’s notebook and their beat assignment,
tells them to find a story.

“I learned more in those two weeks at WJI
than I had during my entire college career,”
Futch said.
At this year’s festival, amidst the klompen,
tulips, and stroopwafles, the journalists roamed
the streets in business casual, asking questions
and observing sensory detail. On another day,
Futch and her new friends wandered Sioux
Center’s Main Street, mustering up the courage
to ask strangers about their thoughts on the
twentieth anniversary of 9/11 or marijuana
laws.
From 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on the
weekdays, the journalists took classes from
Dordt professors including Mark Volkers and
World employees like Nick Eicher and Susan
Olasky. They learned tips on broadcasting,
feature writing, and obituary writing,
completing assignments like many would for a
college course. This course, however, crammed
its 120-plus hours of material into two and a
half weeks. Also, during those weeks, Marvin
Olasky discussed the main ideas of his book,
Reforming Journalism, explicating his theory
of biblical objectivity.
“Biblical objectivity means that we report
accurately only when we realize this is the world
the Lord has made, and only he understands it
fully. Objectivity is the God’s-eye view. We
acknowledge our inability to be fully objective
since we are sinners with fallen wills, and
very limited understanding. Nevertheless, we
do not give up,” Olasky wrote in Reforming
Journalism.
In addition, Olasky’s biblical objectivity
emphasized specific, sensory details—
“reporting low on the ladder of abstraction,” he
called it.
Pitts, a former writer for World as well,
includes lessons on biblical objectivity as part

of his Introduction to Journalism course at
Dordt.
Martin, the CEO of World, wrote in a
recent column that World will continue to
practice biblically objective journalism: “It’s
in our mission (printed in red, tight at the top
of the masthead0,” he said. “When we do our
job properly, the reality of the Bible infuses
our reporting, our analysis, our opinions, our
interviews, and our reviews.”
When Dordt hired Pitts as a professor
and advisor of The Diamond, an expanded
partnership with World presented itself to the
university. Pitts brought the program onto
Dordt’s campus. He, along with Volkers, teach
at the two and a half week-long summer miniinternship experience.
Volkers teaches all the courses on ENG
(Electronic News Gathering). He joined the
faculty staff once Dordt started hosting WJI.
Volkers loves when he sees students’ “fear turn
to fun.”
“It’s really fun to take them through and work
out all those jitters, eliminate that scariness and
help them come to the point where they say, ‘I
can do this,’” Volkers said.
At first, some WJI students approached the
camera with nervousness, shortness of breath,
and even tears in their eyes, but through the
Volkers’ instruction, they exhibited another part
of Olasky’s biblical objectivity: determination
quotient.
“These are highly motivated students,”
Volkers said. “That’s a teacher’s dreamland.”
Futch found a passion after WJI, not for
journalism, but for law. She plans on attending
law school after graduating college. Her interest
in law occurred when WJI created a mock press
conference involving a past real case, Chike
Uzuegbunam v. Preczewski.

Here, WJI students asked questions to mock
lawyers from Alliance Defending Freedom
(ADF), and members of the WJI staff recorded
the press conference. Later, the students used
footage from the press conference, additional
b-roll, and a standup shot to create a one-minute
video highlighting the case, similar to a clip
one might see on an episode of World Watch,
World’s version of CNN10. Futch covered the
story, learning about law in the process.
“In many ways, if our journalism program
exists to send out reformed Christian
journalists, [hosting WJI] is one way that we
can bring students in,” Brandon Huisman, Vice
President of Enrollment & Marketing, said.
“We can equip them, and in that way live out
our mission.”
On The World and Everything in it, a World
podcast, Dordt receives advertising.
Dordt and World meet once a year about
their partnership to discuss their contract and
to make sure the finances are fair, both ways.
The two parties have not yet met for this annual
yearly discussion.
While WJI is for college-aged students or
older, Dordt is considering the possibility of
hosting and creating a high school journalism
opportunity similar to that of WJI. Currently,
Dordt is gauging interest within their
communications faculty and within potential
high school students.
“If we are known as Christians for what we
are against, it limits our impact and our ability
to reach people,” Huisman said. “And when we
infuse organizations with the good news of the
gospel simply by how we go about our work,
that provides a more natural opportunity for us
to show the love of Christ more tangibly.”
Dordt intends to continue to host WJI for the
upcoming summer.
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Red Notice: The treasure hunting heist film we didn’t know
we needed
Gretchen Lee–Copy Editor

I love treasure hunting movies. From
National Treasure, to The Librarian, to The
Mummy, I would classify this as my favorite
genre. Treasure hunting movies are campy,
fun, and often have excellent plot twists and
character development that, as a whole, make
the viewing experience incredibly positive.
I also enjoy heist movies. I like the elaborate
plans, the recovering from plans going wrong,
and the smart villains. While it’s a genre I don’t
dip into on a regular basis, I think heist movies
can be a lot of fun. Thus, I consider Red Notice
to be nearly perfect in the fact that it balances
the best parts of both movie categories in a
hilarious, smart, and charming plotline that
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captivated my attention.
An FBI profiler and a con man team up
to find the lost, golden eggs of Cleopatra in a
race against time, Interpol, and the world’s
most notorious, and mysterious, art thief: The
Bishop. This unlikely duo must overcome their
obvious differences in order to solve puzzles,
escape enemies, and sneak their way to the
treasure and its associated rewards: freedom for
the con man, and clearing the FBI agent’s name.
Though tropes and character archetypes
filled this movie, it still felt like a fun and fresh
breath of air. It had all the beloved, campy
adventure of a treasure hunting movie with the

Ghostbusters: Afterlife
resurrects the joy of fandom

critical thinking skills required of a heist movie.
In an era where movies either try to be edgy,
remake past successes, or feel like a lifeless
money grab, Red Notice refreshed audiences
with a light, expertly-crafted character. It
showed self-awareness without being too silly.
It planned plots well without taking itself too
seriously. Most importantly, audiences can
invest in the three primary characters, even
with little background on any of them, while
appreciating others (several of whom are never
even given names).
Ryan Reynolds and Dwayne Johnson, not a
combination of actors I ever thought I would
see in a film, pleasantly surprised me. Johnson’s
light but serious demeanor perfectly offset
Reynolds’s characteristic comedic bits. Even
though Reynolds, predictably, provided the
comic relief, he still served a purpose in the plot
while being, as far as comic relief characters
go, quite competent. Even with cracking jokes
every five minutes, it still made sense for him
to be one of the most successful art thieves
in the world. Furthermore, the developing
“bromance” between Johnson and Reynolds
was, to put it simply, delightful.

Gal Gadot made a marvelous villain. Smart,
witty, and detail-oriented, her character included
all the makings of an excellent antagonist. She
had simple motivations, but ones that made
sense, and just enough flare and drama to bring
fun, but not annoy the audience.
The film design also exceeded expectations,
with it’s lighitng not too dark, its colors used
in appropriate and artistic ways, and its sound
clear. An excellent score backed every visual,
sounding similar to National Treasure. The
soundtrack felt nostalgic, without being a direct
rip-off of the early 2000s film. That is to say, the
music was just right.
An absolute delight to watch, the movie
emanated fun, intelligence, and still all made
sense. A simple plot not bogged down by
unnecessary details, it still elaborated enough to
be interesting to follow. Characters fantastically
written and acted well, alongside supporting
camerawork and editing rounded this out to be
a masterpiece. Not being played in a theatre but
released directly to Netflix is my one complaint,
because the only thing that could have possibly
made it better is seeing it on the big screen.

House of Gucci, more than
family
Daniel Ketchelos—Staff Writer

Tyson Van De Berg- Guest Writer
You know what? Sometimes it’s okay to
give the fans what they want. That was my first
thought after watching the much-anticipated
Ghostbusters: Afterlife.
The film, directed by Jason Reitman, son
of the original ‘Ghostbusters’ film director
Ivan Reitman, follows the story of Phoebe, a
twelve-year-old science whiz, and her family
as they discover their connection to the original
Ghostbusters and the legacy their estranged
grandfather, Egon Spengler of the original
Ghostbusters, left behind in the desolate
Oklahoma town of Summerville.
While not living up to the massive success
and scale of the original film in its franchise,
the film recognizes its predecessors and pays
homage to the first film by using it as the basis
for its own plot, as well as planting references
to the original film within its own story. All of
this gives the movie a passing-the-torch type
feel, while still staying true to its own theme of
family.
The story consists of clever witty humor,
gripping thrills and a welcome update to the
visual effects of the original film, both practical
and CGI. This film also features several strong
distinct characters portrayed by talented and
well-known actors.
Paul Rudd plays an enthusiastic science
teacher who brings a lot of laughs and clever
riffs. The child-actors in this film also have a lot
of heart and personality to each of them. Logan
Kim gives a hilarious and charming performance
as Phoebe’s first friend in Summerville.
But Mckenna Grace took the real standout
performance. Grace played Phoebe, a character
who echoes Egon from the original film, a
socially awkward but brilliantly smart leader of

the group. Fans would expect nothing less from
Egon’s granddaughter.
However, Afterlife has a few flaws. While
its respect for the original film does come
across as well-meaning, fan service is still no
substitute for a well-executed story. There are
several times, particularly in the beginning of
the film, where references to previous films are
too frequent, thus leaving watchers groan rather
than laugh. It is not until after first hour that the
story stands on its own two, ghostly feet.
Even then, it still largely echoes the storyline

“It serves as an
enjoyable experience
full of thrills, laughs,
and heart, as well as
a love-letter to the
original film”
-Tyson Van De Berg
of the original film, requiring at least one, if not
several viewings of the first film to completely
understand the story.
Ghostbusters: Afterlife uses the success of
the first film to improve itself. It serves as an
enjoyable experience full of thrills, laughs, and
heart, as well as a love-letter to the original film
and the fans who come back for more 37 years
later.
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Rehumanize yourself

Feature

Aleasha Hintz—Staff Writer
On Monday, Dec. 6, Dordt University faculty
and students gathered at Sidebar for a variety
show in celebration of the humanities. That
evening, professors and students presented
their research and writings in an informal
environment.
“[Rehumanize Yourself] was an opportunity
to share these things with each other in a way
that [was] way more interesting,” Luke Hawley,
English professor and host of the event, said.
In addition to Hawley, philosophy adjunct
Laremy De Vries also thought up the event,
inspired by Makoto Fujimara, an American
artist. When Dordt hosted Fujimara, his work
impacted De Vries.
Fujimara wanted it to be “a rehumanizing
space. He turned it into a brand,” De Vries said.
Hannah Vanderhooft, the student government
senator for the humanities department and one
of the organizers of the event said, “Interacting
with the humanities is important because it
allows you to interact with different cultures,
worldviews, and ideas. You get to gain an
understanding of someone else.”
The variety show began with a bit that
Hawley called “Explain it to me like I’m five.”
In this skit, theology professor David Westfall
tackled the topic of salvation, how modern
Christians tend to interpret it, and more. He
gathered the content from his own dissertation
on the topic.
The second side show of the night took the
form of another interview. Here, interviewer
Sarah Halwey and interviewee and Spanish
professor Rikke Brons discussed their time
growing up in Germany.
Brons grew up in East Germany and was
eight years old when the Berlin wall fell down,
while Hawley lived in Germany after the wall
came down. The interview tackled topics such
as community, society’s skewed priorities,
the reality of living in East Germany, and the

culture shock that Brons experienced when she
moved to America.
Rehumanize Yourself was not just for
professors, though. In the third side show,
seniors Zach VanderLey and Sam Landstra
read their published poetry. The poems
discussed topics such as propinquity (the title
of VanderLey’s poem) tradition, handshakes,
and even football. The bar filled with the gentle
pitter patter of fingers that snapped after each
reading.
Also featured in the third side show were
essays written by English professor Howard
Schaap, titled “Prayer Bouquet.” The essays
are an excerpt from Schaap’s work in progress
memoir, though it is yet to be published. They
contain intimate moments between father and
son and discuss the topic of faith and prayer.
The fourth and final show was interactive.
Here, audience members were given scraps
of paper on which they could write questions
for philosophy professor Mark Tazelaar. This
segment modeled itself after Dear Abby, a
popular newspaper column. The show was not
a complete rip off, though, as it had its own
jingle, created by Laremy De Vries.
“If you’re feeling like a spaz, call
1-800-TALKTOTAZ!”
At one point, Tazelaar remembered an
artwork from a previous studeny. The piece,
titled The Burden, depicted the screaming,
contorted faces in the depths of hell.
To this, Tazelaar said, “Is it really that bad to
be a philosopher?”
At this, laughter filled the small bar. The
audience kept a lively spirit throughout the
night, sharing jabs at one another and heckling
the speakers.
“We’re hoping to continue doing this in the
future,” Vanderhooft said, “and continue to
bring the different Humanities departments,
faculty, and students together.”
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House of Gucci, directed by Ridley Scott,
explores the dark conflict between the founding
family members of the Gucci brand. The
dramatic retelling of Gucci’s history makes
for an intriguing film that explores how greed,
manipulation, and money tore a family’s legacy
apart.
House of Gucci follows the man that
revolutionized the Gucci brand, Maurizio
Gucci, and dramatizes the dark and conflicted
family issues that affected the Italian luxury
fashion house. The film shows Maurizio’s
growth from a young lawyer uninterested in
the brand to a businessman who systematically
overtakes the family’s empire.
This film is successful in creating dark
crime drama and showing complex family
relationships. Ridley Scott’s directing deftly
adapts its source material and its historical
events. While House of Gucci is nowhere
near the level of Ridley Scott’s most critically
acclaimed works, such as Blade Runner, his
pacing and direction of actors help form this
piece into something substantial. The overall
tone, camera direction, and direction of actors
creates a worthwhile viewing experience.
House of Gucci features a cast of wellknown actors. The cast members include Adam
Driver (Maurizio Gucci), Lady Gaga (Patrizia
Reggiani), Al Pacino (Aldo Gucci), and Jared
Leto (Paolo Gucci). Overall, the actors portray
their roles believably and work well together.
While overacting is always a concern in film,
House of Gucci’s newer actors, such as Lady
Gaga, don’t provide distracting performances.
Adam Driver also forms an excellent character
for his role. His shift from a youthful young
man uninterested in the legacy of Gucci into an
empire-seeking ruler of the family felt strong
and believable.
The direction, pacing, and acting of House of

Gucci works well, but the music did not mesh
with the film. It’s needle-drops included popculture songs such as an Italian adaptation
of “I’m a Believer” by The Monkees. These
detracted from the viewing experience and
created more cheesy sections in an otherwise
dark and dramatic piece. If these scores were
substituted with more suitable pieces, the
overall film would appear more cohesive and
maintain a consistently dark tone. Pop-culture
music used incorrectly can wreck an otherwise
brilliant film, and with House of Gucci, popculture music detracts from the piece.
The storyline of House of Gucci is based
on the historical events of the founding
members of Gucci. The screenplay is also an
adaptation from the novel, The House of Gucci:
A Sensational Story of Murder, Madness,
Glamour, and Greed written by Sara Gay
Forden. The film adaptation works well and is
an accurate representation of historical events.
House of Gucci offers insight into what a
life of greed and manipulation will do to the
legacy of a family. The key force driving the
plot is the internal change of characters based
on external forces. These include wants from
romantic partners, money, political pressure,
and family pressure. It serves as a cautionary
tale, warning how easily a family can be torn
apart.
A central theme found in House of Gucci
is the reliance on family. Throughout the film,
characters reference the reason for their actions
as being ‘for the best of the family.’ Despite this
claim, the external forces eventually permeate
the characters and cause the downfall of the
family.
Overall House of Gucci is an enjoyable
viewing experience and shows how easily
greed can overtake individuals. Overall rating:
3.5/5.
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Late Harvest Brewery
adds to Sioux Center nightlife
Anna de Oliveira– Staff Writer

In mid-October, Late Harvest Brewery
added to Sioux Center’s small, but growing
nightlife. The brewery opened in the town’s 815
complex, the former Bomgaars building next
to Jimmy Johns on North Main Avenue. Its coowners, Ben Kurtzleben and Dan Hibma, held
a soft opening for the brewery on Oct. 2 and
hosted their grand opening on Oct. 15.
The agriculturally themed brewery has seen
a steady flow of customers ever since, with
several out-of-town patrons frequenting it. Late
Harvest Brewing’s brewing tanks are visible
from the building’s entrance. Once inside,
customers can enjoy their freshly poured drinks
and also see the tanks where their beer is made.
The brewery’s interior design is mixture of the
rural and industrial, and its brick oven, used for
making pizzas, provides warmth from Sioux
Center’s cold winter nights. For the summer
months, though, Late Harvest boasts a rentable
outdoor dining area. Occasionally, food trucks
park in this area, allowing Late Harvest Brewery
to host events.
Kurtzleben and Hibma currently offer
multiple, home-brewed beers on tap, as well
as some unique flavors of apple cider, such as
pineapple and guava.
In addition to offering a new option to Sioux
Center’s restaurant goers, Late Harvest has
provided 30 new jobs for the area, including
some for Dordt University students.
“I was not expecting [Late Harvest] to
have such a variety in the menu,” Johannes
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Dijkstra, a senior at Dordt University, said,
“Especially since this is a small town and
oftentimes breweries like to stick to just a beer.
I’m not a beer person, but I do enjoy a good
cider. I came here and I ordered their pineapple
cider and am truly enjoying it.’
Though Late Harvest initially had 50
seats, they have expanded to over 150. Their
main clientele are not college students either,
despite Sioux Center’s status as a university
town. Instead, their main clientele comprises of
families and young people who need a place to
gather and rest at the end of a long week.
“I do not really enjoy beer or cider but I was
intrigued to find that they actually make mixed
cocktails as well,” David Skinner, a senior at
Dordt University, said. “So, when I came to visit
here for the first-time last weekend, I ordered
a classic mixed drink and was surprised that it
tasted great, I would definitely come back here
again.’
Even though there is already a bar in town,
Late Harvest Brewery does not play second
fiddle. They are a new space, and they have a
very specific audience to which they provide
a homey feel. Also, its interior design, being
a mix between rural and industrial, provides a
West Coast aesthetic to rural Iowa’s Iowa-ness.
The aesthetic and mood of the brewery has
attracted many customers and will continue to
attract people as its menu grows.
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Full-scale, on-campus campus events return
Hannah Vanderhooft—Staff Writer
Dordt Student Activities (DSA) oversees
Dordt University’s campus events. This
semester, these events have included a
screening of Luca on the campus green and
Airband, amongst others. Since COVID-19,
though, campus-wide activities have looked
different.
This semester, DSA, which is led by senior
Lexi Schnaser, hosted two large-scale events:
The Freshman Talent Show and Airband.
“We really wanted to make sure that
we started this year off strong with events,
just to push student involvement in campus
community,” Schnaser said.
This year’s Freshman Talent show was open
for all students to attend, while last year’s show
was held in an empty B.J. Haan Auditorium
and livestreamed on the campus green. This
time around, seniors Sharlee Fopma and Sarah
Holmberg hosted the event. They dressed in
Hawaiian shirts and cargo shorts, poking fun
at the stereotype of frat bros. In the show, one
freshman played piano, another threw cards,
and another performed standup comedy.
Last month, Chase Pheifer and Parks
Brawand hosted Airband—an event where
students show off their lip syncing and
choreography skills. A group of senior girls,
dubbed “Remember Me…” showcased their

abilities to a compilation of Taylor Swift songs.
The RAs of the men’s residence halls gave
a winning performance as they danced to a
compilation of pop and Disney songs, including
snippets of “You’re Welcome” from Moana and
“Love Story” by Taylor Swift.
Prior to COVID-19-related restrictions last
year, Dordt Student Activities hosted several
large events per semester. These events attracted
a wide variety of students from across campus
and provided a way for students to participate in
their campus’ community.
In past semesters, however, COVID-19 made
this community-building difficult. In the 202021 school year, in addition to The Freshman
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Talent Show, DSA put on one other event: The
Event. This well-attended, unmasked event
combined DSA’s typical three large-scale
events, including
Talent Extravaganza (or TX) and NCDC,
a music competition between Dordt and
Northwestern College.
Because of the pandemic, this year’s seniors
are the only students on campus who are
familiar with these events.
While Dordt’s current juniors experienced
the fall semester’s events during their freshman
year, the sophomore class has experienced only

a small taste of what events and community can
look like at Dordt. This year’s freshman class is
the first class in two years getting to experience
a normal freshman year.
DSA pushed for large events right away this
year, in an effort to build community not only
for freshman, but also for sophomores.
“I had figured out the school aspect of
Dordt, but I hadn’t figured out the social
aspect,” sophomore Aleasha Hintz said. “At the
beginning of this year I felt like a second-year
freshman because I didn’t know this aspect of
Dordt last year.”
Through campus events, students make
connections and meet new friends.
“I met all of my friends through being
involved in Dordt activities, so I’m so glad that
underclassmen are experiencing these events
again because it’s an actual representation of
what it’s like to be a student at Dordt again,”
senior Johanna Gross said.
Schnaser is happy with how DSA’s events
turned out this year. While she expects it will
take some time for their momentum to return,
the positive student response she has noticed
provides her with an excitement for the
upcoming spring.
“The addition of campus events has been
an overwhelmingly positive thing in my life”
Hintz said.

Sports
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Cross country ends historic
season with impressive run
at nationals
Isabel Pheifer— Staff Writer

Photo Credit: Davis Tebben
The Dordt University men’s and women’s
cross-country teams capped off a successful
season by winning the GPAC championship in
Orange City, Iowa on Nov. 6 and placing eighth
at the NAIA Cross Country Championships in
Vancouver, Washington on Nov.19.
At the GPAC championship, two weeks
before nationals, both men’s and women’s
teams walked away with the title of back-toback champions.
“It is always special to get a single
conference championship,” head coach of the
cross-country team Nate Wolf said. “However,
when both teams get it, they get the opportunity
to share in the excitement of the day.”
The men ran their way to a perfect score,
winning their fourth consecutive conference
title and breaking an over 40-year-old record
of the lowest team score, previously held by
Doane University. Davis Tebben, senior, was
the individual men’s champion, running the 8K
course in a time of 25:52.
“Winning the individual championship
was an incredible blessing. It’s been a goal of
mine for four years, and it was the first and
only collegiate cross-country race I’ve ever
won,” Tebben said. “Getting to lead this team
to a GPAC record that will never be broken is
priceless.”
The women’s side won their second
consecutive championship and had all seven
of their scoring runners place within the top
20. Jessica Kampman, junior, ranked as the
top finisher for the Defenders, running the 5K
course in 19:04, earning her the title of runnerup.
“Our coaches have demonstrated how to
have fun during high pressure competitions and
have reminded us that our worth is not found in
our athletic performance, but how we can use
our athletics to bring glory to God,” Kampman
said.
The success both teams had at the GPAC
meet pushed them towards their strong finish at
the national meet.
“Both teams went into the national meet with
a desire to have their strongest performance of
the season,” Wolf said.

This desire was met, as both teams ended up
placing within the top ten of the nation.
For the second consecutive year, the
women placed eight in a field of 35 teams. The
Defenders came into the meet ranked 14 and
were able to finish six spots higher. Kampman
led the way, running the 5K course in 18:46,
earning herself a 20th place finish and an AllAmerican status.
“I entered the race with the goal of being an
All-American and I gave it everything I had. I
was very thankful to come out of the race having
achieved that goal,” Kampman said. “There are
so many runners deserving of that honor, and
I am grateful to have had a performance that
allowed me to achieve it.”
Anika Homan, sophomore, crossed the
finish line next for the Defenders with a 78th
place finish. Senior Eden Winslow, junior
Taylor Anema, and sophomore Margaret
Myskowski came across the finish line next
for the Defenders, all finishing within 11
seconds of each other. Brenna Tolkamp and
Lucy Borkowski finished 160th and 204th
respectively to round out the team.
The men had worked towards the national
meet all year.
“This is by far the most work we have put
into a season,” Tebben said. “We ran more miles
than ever before and stayed focused on our goal
of a high finish at nationals, from the beginning
of summer until race day. That focus is what
allowed us to compete so well.”
The time spent preparing for nationals
showed as the men also walked away with an
eighth-place finish.
Dordt’s men’s team placed eighth out of
36 highly competitive teams, earning them the
highest place at nationals in program history,
with five of the seven runners finishing within
the top 100. Senior Eric Steiger came across the
finish line first for the Defenders, completing
the 8K in 23:39 and earning himself AllAmerican honors. The next Dordt runner to
finish overcame an unlikely obstacle: running a
majority of the race without one of his shoes.
Tebben lost a shoe in the first 1000m, but was
still able to finish 49th, his highest finish in
his four years competing at the national meet.
Junior Joe Anderson and senior Nic Veldhorst
finished 57th and 59th place, crossing the line
within seconds of each other. Senior Jacob
Vander Plaats also finished within the top 100
for the Defenders, grabbing the 71st spot.
Sophomore Ethan Summerhays and junior Trey
Engen finished 137th and 189th respectively.
“For both teams to be in the top 10 nationally
shows the work the team puts in during the
offseason and highlights the sacrifices they
make during the season,” Wolf said. “As a
coach, I love seeing the work put in being
rewarded.”
After a season of breaking records and top
finishes, the work is not done for the Dordt
cross country team. Most runners on the team
also participate in track, with the indoor season
already underway. The running they do in track
will help them to stay in shape and prepare for
the next season of cross country.
“With this group, I know they will go back
to work and continue to try their best in their
next race,” Wolf said. “Whenever that may be.”

Volleyball wraps up season
Corina Beimers—Staff Writer
It was a Monday morning on Nov. 15 and
the Dordt University women’s volleyball
team waited. Currently, the remainder of their
season was in question, as the NAIA National
Tournament teams were announced. These
teams had one goal: Sioux City, where the final
round of the tournament was being held.
A number of matchups were mentioned, the
team waited longer. Finally, Dordt University
joined the list. On Nov. 20, the Defenders were
scheduled to play Bethel University.
The contest, hosted in the DeWitt
Gymnasium, started out as a back and forth
affair. Dordt pulled away to lead 17-13 in the
first set, but the Pilots battled back to tie it up
at 24-24. A kill from Corrina Timmermans and
an error from the Pilots ended the set at 26-24,
putting the Defenders ahead in the match.    
The Defenders started strong in set two,
going ahead 5-0. The Pilots were able to close
the gap throughout the set, but Dordt held them
off to a finish of 25-22. The third set brought
something new, as the Defenders had to fight
back from an early deficit. While staying calm
and confident, they were able to come back
from a 0-5 start to win the third and final set,
25-20. Timmermans led the team with 10 kills,
with Jessi Franken and Alli Timmermans adding
eight of their own. Megan Raszler and Campbell
Marshall dished out the assists, totalling 21 and
13 respectively.
“It was a close match if you look at the
scores, but it felt like we were in control the
whole time and we simply had fun out there,”
Raszler said.
Dordt’s sweep of Bethel secured their trip to
Sioux City when pools were announced the next
day. But, the Defenders were not given the easy
road, to say the least.
On Nov. 30, at 8:30 a.m., the Defenders
started the NAIA National Tournament by facing
defending national champions and number three
ranked, Missouri Baptist University. While
all three sets were close and well-fought by
the Defenders, they fell in all three sets to the
Missouri Baptist Spartans: 22-25, 24-26, and
20-25. Timmermans led the team with 12 kills
and Mia Gamet posted 12 digs.
“We put up a good battle,” junior middle
blocker Danielle Vandevoort said. “It was a
tough pool to be in and it wasn’t the result we
wanted, but we have to be proud of ourselves for
what we did today and look forward to the next
game.”
After a tough loss, the Defenders had to
find both energy and perseverance for their last
pool play game against number 16 seed, Central
Methodist University, the same day at 3:00 p.m.
The match stretched to five sets, testing the will
of the team to finish strong. The first set entered
extra points until the Defenders finished it off

Dordt University records 42 cases among
student body for fall semester cont.
cont. from pg. 1
vaccinations, but is grateful that Dordt no
longer requires masks.
“Masks are awful,” Breems said. “They’re
like a visual thing. And if you are going to
separate people into categories based on certain
things… it’s a lot easier to do that with a mask

than a vaccine.”
Baart also lamented the politicization of
pandemic’s solutions, and how college students
may make decisions about their health based on
their parents’ political views.
“A good idea isn’t a good idea anymore if it
comes from somebody who isn’t in your camp,”

Baart said. “That’s been the saddest part to me.
That people have, I think, more often reacted
out of their political worldview than their
biblical worldview.”

with a block from Corrina Timmermans to win
30-28. The game continued to go back and
forth, each team taking turns winning sets until
the Defenders were able to take control and
win the fifth set 15-9. Alli Timmermans led the
match with 17 kills, Jessi Franken had 15, and
Grace Langemeirer and Corrina Timmermans
each with 14.
While ending the tournament on a win,
it wasn’t going to be enough to continue
their time at the national tournament. The
tournament’s format changed two years ago due
to COVID-19, with only one team advancing
from each pool. As Missouri Baptist beat
Central Methodist the following morning,
the Spartans secured their spot in the national
quarterfinal and sent the Defenders home.
Dordt women’s volleyball ended their
season with a record of 19-9, finishing seventh
in the GPAC after a year of challenges and tough
opponents. Starting the season ranked fifth in
the country after a semi-final appearance in
last year’s national tournament, the Defenders’
season didn’t go exactly as planned. But the
team showed growth, despite dropping in the
rankings to enter the national tournament as the
number 22 seed. After starting the season 101, the team found themselves in a rough patch
of their season, experiencing four consecutive
losses beginning on Sept. 15.
“We had to learn to trust each other more,”
Vandervoort said. “Trust between players and
between players and the coaches.”
This work paid off as both the program and
the fans could see a shift in the team as they
finished their regular season.
“The GPAC is an insanely competitive
conference, which makes for a season that
is constantly pushing you to be your best,
but it means that you’re never guaranteed
wins,” Raszler said. “Our record may not look
phenomenal, but our schedule throughout this
year was full of good, ranked opponents.”
The Defenders never dropped a game to a
team that wasn’t ranked in the top 25 throughout
the year.
The Defenders now head into their
offseason. They are graduating five seniors but
have many young talents rising-up through the
program. Freshman setter, Campbell Marshall,
completed the season with 431 assists and
freshman defensive specialist, Mia Gamet, with
261 digs. The team also suffered from the loss
of junior middle blocker, Brenna Krommendyk,
for most of this season due to injury. As the 2020
Defensive Player of the Year and All-American,
the Defenders look forward to her return next
season.
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The Christmas spirit, consumerism, and Christians
Zac VanderLey—Staff Writer
The grinch is back.
He’s here to take your Christmas spirit.
Well, really, he just wants you to exercise some
patience.
Before the turkey leaves the oven on
Thanksgiving, people are throwing up Christmas
lights, blasting Justin Bieber, or decorating their
houses in red and greens, nativity scenes and
trees, poinsettias and wreaths. This so-called
Christmas Spirit, for some, begins in November
and doesn’t end until January.
I have no qualms with Christmas hymns, or
any of the other stuff, but that’s just it:
We place far too much importance upon
stuff.
Christmas is a perfect time to realize that,
as Christians, we have been destroyed by
America’s consumerism.
1.002 trillion dollars were spent on Christmas
in 2019, including gifts, cards, and other
holiday-related purchases. While households
on average spent 1,500 dollars on Christmas in
2019 according to Fortunately, only a third of
the spending went to physical gifts.
Now, I enjoy finding gifts for my family and
friends as well as receiving gifts, but I wonder
how many people use Christmas as an excuse
to buy more stuff for themselves (or use other
people to buy themselves more stuff).
Christmas lists have become like checklists.
There are no longer any surprises. Some
people forego the wrapping paper entirely and
cash in on their parents’ Christmas gifts by

Thanksgiving just so they can get some extra
use out of whatever they got.
In this way, we are always in the Christmas
Spirit. We love buying new objects for
ourselves, expecting they will bring us joy,
but the joy of Christmas shopping is in the
personal exchange between people. When I
receive a present from my brother, I attach
personal meaning to whatever gift he gives me
because of his thoughtfulness. The gift may
be fascinating on its own, but it only retains
its joy if there is some form of interpersonal
connection related to it. This is one reason I
don’t love buying myself items, because, more
often than not, it leads to empty happiness.
Stuff is just stuff until it becomes associated
with something more than material.
Many other people don’t define the
Christmas Spirit by the presents. They just
love the lights, the snow, and the colors—the
aesthetic of Christmas. These people love their
seasons. They love pumpkins during fall, eggs
during easter, and Hawaiian tropical Febreze
spray during the summer. And while I’m not
quite like this, I understand where these people
are coming from.
We should try to find joy in the seasonal
changes, and if people want to decorate their
homes a certain way, then by golly they should.
But they should just wait a little bit.
So often, we rush right into the Christmas
Spirit. In one Calvin & Hobbes comic strip,
Calvin’s dad provides some wisdom: “You
know Calvin, sometimes the anticipation of

something is more fun than the thing itself once
you get it.”
We limit the effect of the Christmas Spirit
when we gorge ourselves upon it before it’s
here. Our lack of patience leads to a lack of joy.
And if there’s one way we, as Christians and
as Americans, could collectively grow, it is in
patience.
I wonder what Christmas would look like if
we held off all Christmas aesthetic until Dec.
1? I tend to think there would be less marketing
thrown in our face, less overt consumerism
within the season itself, and more genuine
happiness experienced in the Christmas Spirit,
as well as more quality time spent with loved
ones.
Some will say Christmas should be
celebrated all year long, and I don’t entirely
agree. Even though Jesus probably wasn’t born
on Dec. 25, Christmastime allows us to refocus
on the advent story. Christ’s birth should be
at the forefront of our minds, no matter the
season, but the problem is many people equate
Christmas with the aesthetic.
Jesus was born in a manger surrounded by
farm animals. It’s not like the nativity scenes. It
probably smelled terrible; I bet it sounded awful
as well (spoiler alert, giving birth isn’t exactly
the cleanest process). The shepherds were the
outcasts of society, and the wisemen didn’t
come until two years later.
Jesus’ birth is, quite possibly, the opposite to
our current Christmas Spirit.
He was in danger of dying from the moment

he entered the world. If we really wanted to
get into the Christmas Spirit, then we would
go wander in the cold with our in-laws, share
community with the outcasts of our society, and
sleep in a barn.
Our idolization of Christmas Spirit has
led to many Christians knowing, but never
comprehending or living out, the true story of
Christmas.
I would love to see Christians spend just one
Christmas directing all our financial investment
that we usually place on the Christmas aesthetic
towards a cause that would help others. I mean,
what Christian would disagree with that? And
wouldn’t that be unifying?
I realize the American economy would quite
possibly collapse if Christmas spending wasn’t
as high, but then again, we are Christians first
and Americans second. Sadly, I’m not sure
Christmas reflects that truth.
So, this Christmas season, drink hot
chocolate, make cookies, and enjoy the comfort
that has been blessed upon you. Remember that
Jesus, and many others, did not experience that
physical comfort. Maybe tone down the selfgiving and seek out a present for your friends
and family that will create an interpersonal
bond.
And next year, hold off on the Christmas
music until Dec. 1 (and just forget about Bieber.
Bing Crosby and Frank Sinatra are objectively
much better alternatives.)

Christmas music before
It takes a village cont.
December (and why it might
be okay)
cont. from pg. 1

Sydney Brummel—Staff Writer

After reading the title of this article, I can
imagine what you’re thinking: “Oh, look:
another person who thinks it’s super hipster to
listen to Christmas music before December.”
Believe me—I understand your skepticism.
I too have rolled my eyes multiple times at
Instagram stories and Facebook posts in which
people share themselves listening to Christmas
songs in the month of October as if it’s some
novel, extraordinary occurrence (spoiler alert:
it’s not).
Every year, without fail, the months
of November and December feature the
resurrected debate regarding the acceptability
of Christmas music immediately after October
31. Is it too early to listen to Christmas music
before Thanksgiving? Should I be waiting until
Christmas Break to listen to “All I Want for
Christmas is You”? Should I stop playing my
Christmas playlist on December 26?
My opinion? No.
I’m not saying we all should blast the
Christmas hits of Bing Crosby, Mariah Carey,
and Frank Sinatra at any time of the year.
Because, in all honesty, your backyard oak tree
full of green leaves in the 80-degree, mid-July
weather is not “beginning to look a lot like
Christmas.” I, for one, am not “dreaming of a

Contributed photo
white Christmas” when the streets of Sioux
Center are still lined with the brilliant shades
of autumn. Why sing about going on a “sleigh
ride” when it’s still in season to navigate a corn
maze, sip a cup of hot apple cider, and carve a
pumpkin with friends?
Every part of the year has something special
to offer. We celebrate each holiday for a distinct
reason. When Thanksgiving rolls around, we
should never take for granted this amazing day
particularly set aside to commemorate God’s
blessings. In reality, we should be practicing our
gratitude all year long. And when Good Friday
and Resurrection Sunday approaches, may we
never forget to observe, and sing of, Christ’s
redeeming sacrifice and the absolute wonder
and joy of His promising resurrection. Without
doubt, this is an event worthy of year-long
celebration and beyond. Do you see the pattern?
And Christmas.
There really is something unspeakably
special about December 25 and the time we
spend anticipating it. I’m not necessarily
referring to the perfectly trimmed tree with
colorful ornaments sitting in your living room,
or to the wrapped presents underneath. I’m
not talking about the snowfall we can watch

...Marcy is eager to see how the city will
rebuild the new site and believes their effort
will reveal their level of support for preserving
history. Finding potential in the new site and
encountering support from the community is
helping board members move beyond their
disappointment.
“I think we have lost some support, but
I think we gained others,” Prins said. “That’s
kind of one of the cool things is the different
relationships that might be built up.”
Jeremy Hummel, an agriculture professor at
Dordt, took his classes to help move perennials.
Dordt baseball players helped pick up and clean
the village’s brick paths.
Dordt president Erik Hoekstra committed
$20,000 to aid in relocating trees and $5,000 to
help move the Kuhl house, which was donated
by Dordt in 2017, according to Sioux Center
News.
The board successfully moved 22 trees from
the original site, which addressed a controversy
when the city proposed the move. Since many
trees were donated in memory of loved ones,
the community did not want to lose them.
Moving the peg barn also proved challenging,
but members were able to take it apart into three
sheets.
The sheer amount of time commitment
from our windows or all the goodies we make
together. I’m not even talking about all those
annual family reunions, though these may be
treasured pieces in the stunning mosaic of the
Christmas spirit.
What I mean is that, as Christians, what
really makes Christmas one-of-a-kind is why
we started our celebrations in the first place.
“The reason for the season” might sound cliché,
but isn’t it true? Surely, we haven’t blended
the significance of the holiday with its more
secular traditions so much that we shun any and
all premature Christmas music. Is it really so
unacceptable to play or sing “Hark the Herald”
or “O Come, All Ye Faithful” in November or
even October? I do not believe so.
Ponder those lyrics that many of us have sung
time and time again, year after year: “Noel,
Noel! Born is the King of Israel;” “Son of the
Father, now in flesh appearing;” “Peace on earth
and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”
Those words and the truth that is rejoiced
through them—must they really be bound to a

proved so extensive that Te Grotenhuis
eventually gave up trying to keep track of
volunteer hours.
Hulstein said that seeing people’s work
being undone at the original site makes the
situation more real. Yet, she is hopeful for
the new site. She feels they are no longer
landlocked, and the city is supportive of their
new plans. The Heritage Board is planning
a museum to showcase artifacts and hopes
to connect the Heritage Village to the Sioux
Center trail system.
Board members plan to have the village
somewhat operational by their annual Harvest
Festival in September. Marcy loved the Harvest
Festivals and appreciated only having to walk
across the street to attend.
“Those were just so neat to meet community
members who were spinning yarn, doing
carvings, doing pottery–just how they would
bring out their gifts and share artistic trades,”
Marcy said. “To see all ages coming together
to learn about the past was just such a fun
experience.”
She hopes the village will become more
active in the future and can establish deep
roots so it will not be moved again. The board
encourages Dordt students and local schools to
continue visiting the Heritage Village.
“We’re here for education,” Altena said.
“We don’t want to lose our heritage.”
single month of the year? Is it really too bold of
a concept to celebrate the birth of our Savior in
song before and after December?
Perhaps the secular holiday songs— “White
Christmas,” “Winter Wonderland,” etc.— as
fun, nostalgic, and meaningful as they are, can
wait a little longer. I’ll leave that up to each
person’s discretion. Certainly, take time to
appreciate the specialness of each time of year,
whether that’s Thanksgiving, Easter weekend,
or even summer break. But do not be afraid
to play an Easter tune or two that recalls the
glorious resurrection of Christ even though
it may be the middle of September. Don’t be
ashamed to play a Christmas song that praises
the advent and miraculous birth of Jesus just
because it’s technically “out of season.” No
truth of the Bible—regardless of whether it’s
found in Luke 2—should be confined to a
singular holiday season.
Merry Christmas, everyone. Gloria in excelsis
Deo, all year long.
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Theatre department performs ten minute plays

This past Thursday and Saturday, the Dordt University Theatre Arts Department performed ten,
ten-minute plays in the Fourth Avenue Theatre. The productions were directed by students enrolled
in the department’s directing class.

Photo Credit: Robin Suing

Actually, service workers are people too
Lexi Schnaser— Staff Writer

The Catholic tradition has long involved
itself in issues of social justice, including the
dignity of labor and laborers. “The Dignity of
Work and the Rights of Workers” is a teaching
in Catholic Schooling Teaching. It reads:
“The economy must serve people, not the
other way around. Work is more than a way
to make a living; it is a form of continuing
participation in God’s creation. If the dignity
of work is to be protected, then the basic rights
of workers must be respected—the right to
productive work, to decent and fair wages,
to the organization and joining of unions, to
private property, and to economic initiative.”
When we claim “this fear of the virus
already ruined America’s economy enough,”
we place the value of the economy above the
dignity of workers. Is it not lazier than these
“lazy Americans” to rely on service industry
workers to provide for our every whim amid
a global health crisis that affects everyone, not
just the vulnerable?

In today’s America, people cannot afford
to get jobs. An average working-class person
looking for a job (whether a corporate or
minimum wage job) must work to simply land a
job. If you’ve taken any social work or sociology
class that requires you consider the experiences
of others or looked for a job yourself, you know
the effort is costly. In today’s market, most
jobs require references, resumes, professional
clothing for interviews, transportation to and
from the interview, time out of one’s day to
meet with employers, and, for some, childcare.
The people who lost their jobs due to
COVID-19 are also likely struggling to stay
in their homes. For example, evictions are
prevalent, as landlords do not care whether
their tenants have a job. Even housing, a basic
necessity for life that we are taught about in
kindergarten, is profit-oriented.
Yes, people may make more from
unemployment than working a job. That is the
root of the problem. COVID-19 has shown the
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blatant disrespect and disregard our capitalist
nation has for the rights of service workers
who, obviously, uphold the fabric of our profitcentered society.

“The economy must
serve people, not the
other way around.”
-The Dignity of Work
and the Rights of
Workers

However, pulling back on federal
unemployment benefits will actually hurt
consumer spending and incomes, which goes
full circle to affect people who are working,
according to Business Insider and Bloomberg.
If the small business I work at does not have
enough customers to support the business, then
my coworkers and I will be laid off, which starts
the cycle of unemployment all over again.
An economist’s job is to do solid research
on economic topics like labor issues, not just
regurgitate tired conservative complaints about
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the labor force. These experts say there are
likely three “mismatches” at fault for causing
America’s current supposed labor shortage.
The first mismatch is in skills. The Chamber
of Commerce has issued a concern regarding
the need for job-training programs, as jobs at
all levels are requiring more skilled workers or
filtering out applicants without a college degree.
Second,
throughout
the
pandemic,
Americans with the resources to move have
moved out of metro areas into suburban ones,
leaving empty jobs.
Finally, workers, who at every level
deserve to be dignified in their work, value
optimal working conditions. Perhaps they
want improved public health measures during
a global pandemic that has killed over five
million people worldwide and nearly 800,000
people domestically. They could be wanting fair
wages or benefits like healthcare. Workers at all
levels are not finding jobs they are equipped for.
And maybe, just maybe, the shortage
is because 800,000 people, many of whom
were in the workforce, have died because our
capitalist economy values profits, efficiency,
and materialism over human life. Perhaps there
aren’t enough workers to fill all the jobs that
“lazy Americans” want to be filled.
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